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have drawn down the veil of his " things
undeclared "* on all questions as to whether
there was being for the Arahant, when mental
and bodily life was extinct ?

A very ingenious answer to this, propounded
by Dr. F. Otto Schrader,2 is that, whereas the
Buddha, like the Christ, had many things to
say unto his followers which they could not
bear then to profit by, he judged it better,
for pragmatic reasons, in an age seething with
speculative ferment, to make no pronounce-
ment that would inevitably add fuel to such
speculations.

An obvious rejoinder to this is that it was
equally incumbent on the Buddha, if he was
omniscient, to make a positive pronounce-
ment, equally for pragmatic reasons, rather^
than abandon posterity to an eternity of
doubt3 respecting the final destiny of his
saints.

That to which he is recorded, in the Pitakas,
to have committed himself, is only this:
(1) that at his death the perfected saint
became extinct like the flame of an expiring
fire, whereof no man could say, the fire gone
out went here or went there; (2) that the
Annihilationists, who taught destruction at
death of the soul, were in error as much as the
Eternalists, who taught its continued exist-
ence (not because their conclusions were

1 Avy&kata, not-predicated, or unanswered,

* Journal Pali Text Society, 1905, " Nirvana.'1

8 Cf, Milinda, ii, 196, the King's painful perplexity,